Pre AP Biology Guidelines – Pennington

Welcome to pre-AP Biology!  In this class you will be studying LIFE, in all its’ various forms.  You will have an opportunity to do many labs and “hands-on” activities.  To be successful in here you should have an interest in science, do ALL your homework and have an open mind.  You will do a lot of group work and you need to be present and fully participate.  The idea behind this class is that you will do biology at a higher level so that if (and when) you take AP, it will be easier for you.  Please read the following information carefully.  

MATERIALS:  Please bring every day
1. Science Comp Book (no spirals) and access to graph paper
2. Pens (blue or black ink only)

3. Pencils
4. Your checked out Biology book ($85 if not returned)
5. Calculator – Yes there is MATH in biology!
6. Colored pencils (occasionally), highlighter
GRADING:

I use the standard grading scale, 89.5 – 100% A etc..  I will grade most everything you do, so missing an assignment has consequences! 
ALL assignments are due at the beginning of class; you must have your name for full credit.  If you are unexcused tardy and I have already collected homework, or if you turn it in after collected – yours will not be accepted.  I do not accept late work!  I will give you 1 free pass each semester to turn in a late homework.  Cannot be used on labs, big projects etc..
The grade breakdown is as follows:  Tests/quizzes 45%, Labs/activities 35%, homework 20%. 
TARDY – is defined as NOT being in your seat when the bell has rung.   Each semester you receive a participation grade of 50 points for being in class on time.  Every tardy results in a loss of 5 points for the day and may mean a 0 on an assignment already collected or a quiz/test that was already taken.  If you are tardy you do not come into the classroom until you have visited Ms. Fischer in the office and received a tardy pass.
NO food, drink (other than water).  No hats, hoods or head wear (district policy).  Please know the Code of Conduct dress code policy and adhere to it!
CHEATING – Not tolerated.  This includes plagiarism, homework etc… Read district policy.  1st offense will receive a 0, 2nd offense may be dropped from the class.

MAKE – UP WORK:
1) You will stop in to get make up work on the DAY you return to school. (Before or after class, ELO, or my planning hour).

2) Work is due 2 block days from the time you pick it up and will not be accepted after that!
3) Getting your work is YOUR responsibility – I will not remind you.  See agenda board and make up folders for assistance.
4) Making up labs is often difficult to do as we work with living organisms, so you may be required to do a research paper, or computer simulation instead. 
LABS:

1) Safety at all times – sign and return contract ASAP.

2) Make ups may entail a research paper or assigned questions instead.  Some labs MUST be made up during ELO.
3) Any group not on task or not properly cleaned up will lose 50% of your lab points.  This is a hard lesson to learn so take care of your space and everything in it!
TOPICS:
	1st Semester - 
	
	2nd Semester - 
	

	Characteristics of Life
	Enzymes
	Molecular Genetics
	Meiosis

	Chemistry of life
	Photosynthesis
	Protein Synthesis
	The Immune System

	Macromolecules
	Cell Respiration
	Biotechnology
	

	Ecology
	Mitosis
	Evolution
	

	Cells
	Nervous/Endocrine System
	Mendelian Genetics
	


The biology department ensures that the following statements from the Colorado state science standards are fully implemented:
Students know and understand the characteristics and structure of living things, the processes of life and how living things interact with each other and their environment. 
	Prepared Graduate Competencies in the Life Science standard:

· Analyze the relationship between structure and function in living systems at a variety of organizational levels, and recognize living systems’ dependence on natural selection 

· Explain and illustrate with examples how living systems interact with the biotic and abiotic environment

· Analyze how various organisms grow, develop, and differentiate during their lifetimes based on an interplay between genetics and their environment

· Explain how biological evolution accounts for the unity and diversity of living organisms


Know that I am always here to help you succeed.  This is a required class, and my goal is to have all of you pass with the grade you desire.  I am always here from 7:30 am to 3:45 pm for extra help, make up etc..  Feel free to email with questions, absences, etc…  I will send out information on Remind 101 fairly often.  Your class website is:  http://penningtonpre-apbiology.weebly.com/
I check email several times a day and this is the best way to communicate with me.  I am very passionate about biology and hope that you will be too.  We are about to have a great year(
Ms. Tamara Pennington
Email:  tamara.pennington@weldre4.k12.co.us
Please sign below indicating that you have read and understand the classroom guidelines above:
Student signature: _______________________  Date: ____________________

Parent signature: ________________________  Date:  ____________________
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